INE ~UNGRED = F7m TONGRESS

TOMBLLEY ¢IRGINA TLARMAN

M CBILLYT TAUZIN LCoiSiANA SJOHMN O DINGELL, MICHIGAN
MICHAEL 5 OXLEY. DHIG ~ENRY A ANAXMAN. CALFORNIA

MICHAEL BILIRAKIS FLORIDA IDWARD J MARKEY. MASSACHUSETTS .3, n’l}uge of prf esentaties
DAN SCHAEFER LOLORADO RALPH M. HALL TEXAS '

JOE BARTON. TEXAS RICK BOUCHER. VIRGINIA .

THOMAS ¢ MANTON. NEW YCAK Committee on Commeree
ERED UPTON. MICHIGAN EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK

GLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA FRANK PALLONE. JR . NEW JERSEY =

BILL PAXON NEW YORK SHERROD BROWN, GHIO Room 2123, Ravrburn House Office Building
PAUL E. GILLMOR 0RO BART GORDON. TENNESSEE e . — -
SCOTT L KLUG, WISCONSIN ELIZABETH FURSE. OREGON -6
_AMES . GREENWOOD, PENNSYLYVANIA  PETER DEUTSCH, LORIDA dshmgtﬂn, DL 20315-6115
MICHAEL D. CRAPC, IDAHO BOBBY L. AUSH, ILLINOIS

CHRISTOPHER COX CALIFORNIA ANNA G. ESHOO, CALIFORNIA

~NATHAN DEAL, GEQRAGIA RON KLINK, PENNSYLVANIA

STEVE LARGENT. OKLAHOMA, BAAT STUPAK, MICHIGAN

RICHARD BURR. NORTH CARGLINA ELIOT L ENGEL, NEW YNRK

BRIAN P BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA THOMAS C. SAWYER. GHIO

ED WHITHELD, KENTUCKY 21 BERT A 'AYNN, MARYLAND

GREG GANSKE. IOWA GENE GREEN, TEXAS

CHARLIE NORWOOD. SEORGIA KAREN MCCARTHY. MISSOURI

RUCK WHITE, WASHINGTON TED STRICKLAND, QHIO

TOM COBURN, OKLAHGMA OIaNA DEGETTE, COLORADO

RICK LAZIO. NEW YORK
BARSARA CUBIN, WYCMING

JAMES E ROGAN. CALIFGRNIA
JOHN SHIMKUS. ILLINDIS

JAMES E DERDERTAN. CHIEF OF STAFF

OPENING STATEMENT OF CHAIRMAN BARTON
CHAIRMAN
OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS
APRIL 10, 1997

Today, we begin the first of a series of hearings on the Environmental
Protections Agency’s proposal to revise the ozone and particulate matter National
Ambient Air Quality Standards or NAAQS. Last Congress, the Honorable
Chairman of the Health and Environment Subcommittee, my good friend Mike
Bilirakis and | began this process with a joint hearing on the ozone NAAQs.I am
happy to be able to work with him again on this most important issue.

In November of 1996, the Administrator proposed revising both the ozone
and particulate matter NAAQS. As many of you know, the Clean Air Act requires
that the National Ambient Air Quality Standards be reviewed every five years. in
conducting this review, the Clean Air Act states that the NAAQS should be set at a
level that protects human health, with an adequate margin of safety. Costs cannot
be considered in setting the NAAQS, according to a court decision and EPA policy.

It is important to understand that the Clean Air Act does not require EPA to revise
the NAAQS, but only to review it and to determine whether revising it is necessary
to protect human health.

Therefore, the key to assessing whether the standard should be revised is
whether the science dictates that a different standard or level is necessary to protect
human health. If the science does not support revising the standards, then we need
go no further.

In order to assist EPA in assessing this scientific evidence, the Clean Air Act



sets up an independent review committee, known as the Clean Air Science
Advisory Committee or CASAC. We are most fortunate to have before us the three
past chairman of the Clean Air Science Advisory Committee, and its current
chairman to enlighten us on these findings.

| hope, gentleman, that your testimony today can clear up some very
substantial questions that still remain regarding the scientific underlying EPA’s
proposal. For instance, The Administrator has stated that science directs us to an
ozone standard of 80 parts per billion. But CASAC seems to have stated that the
choice of a standard is not determined by the science, but is a policy choice by the
Administrator.

Equal confusion exists with respect to particulate matter. CASAC appears
to state that there is no definitive proof of cause and effect in relation to particul ate
matter and mortality, yet the Administrator has stated that we do have proof of
cause and effect.

Does science lead us to what the levels of the standard should be, or is this a
policy decision of the Administrator. If a policy decision, what are the conclusions
upon which this policy decision is being made. These are the ones we hope to
resolve today.



